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NEWS FROM CVARC

President’s Message
Field Day was a Blast!

This year was my first time to be a
band captain and my first year oper-
ating HF for field day. Both were a
lot more fun than | had anticipated
and | was able to share the fun with
several other members of the club.

Those that were able to operate (or
at least visit) got to see the “big top”
tent we operated from this year. |
have an article later in this issue talk-
ing more about it, but the one sen-
tence summary was that it was fa-
bulous. There was plenty of room
for everyone who wanted to operate
from there (we had planned 8 sta-
tions inside and one outside in a
camper).

Field day has multiple purposes:

1. Emergency operations prepa-
redness

2. Public outreach for Ham Ra-
dio

3. Outreach to civil authorities
and served agencies

4. A friendly competition
amongst hams to prove oper-
ational skills by scoring
“points”.

It is important to realize that #4 is re-
ally last on the list for a reason. At
CVARC, we take that seriously and
picked almost everything we did to
optimize things in exactly that order.

...see MESSAGE on page 2
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July Speaker:
Aircraft Antenna Design

Adrian Popa will be our speaker for the
July 19th CVARC Club meeting. Adrian
holds many patents on antennas, feeds
and waveguides and is widely recog-
nized in the field. For a fun google
search try “Adrian Popa Antenna” (with-
out the quotes). He was a real crowd
pleaser when he spoke on Communica-
tions Satellites in 2005 and again on Re-
lativity in 2006. Adrian will be speaking
on aircraft antenna design. After work-
ing for over 50 years in the aerospace
and automotive industries, Adrian retired
from HRL Laboratories LLC (formerly
GM Hughes Research Laboratories) in
Malibu, CA in August 2000 where he
was the Director of Programs in the
President's Office. Adrian’s varied ca-
reer in aerospace and electronics in-
cluded a stint at the Antenna Lab at
Douglas Aircraft Company (DAC).
Since retiring, he has been consulting
for Boeing and has been working with
5th grade math students at the Conejo
School and also at the Braille Institute in
Santa Barbara where he has developed
sensors to aid blind science students.
Adrian also has answered over 400
physics and engineering related ques-
tions submitted by students and teach-
ers to the Washington University Medi-
cal School's, award winning MAD
SCIENCE website
http://www.madsci.org.

Adrian received his BS in Engineering
with honors from UCLA in 1969. In 1991
he graduated from the USC Graduate
School of Business Administration. He
has been a visiting lecturer at Caltech,
UCLA, USC and at the Chalmers Insti-
tute for Technology in Gotenberg, Swe-
den. He has 10 patents and is a co-
author of two editions of the CRC/
McGraw-Hill Handbook of Laser
Science and Technology (1980), (1991).
Adrian has published his work in several
leading journals and periodicals includ-
ing the Scientific American Magazine.
He was an Army aviator during the Ko-
rean War era and is a Life Senior Mem-
ber of the Institute of Electrical and Elec-
tronic Engineers IEEE).
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MESSAGE, continued from front page...

We picked our location to be a good operating
site with workable topography and geography,
but very accessible to the public in order to
support goals two and three. We could have
picked a hilltop site in the area to improve our
scores by racking up a substantial number of
VHF/UHF contacts, but that wouldn’t well serve
goals one through three. In the end we ended
up with a respectable score, but that was a
side benefit, not the main thing.

If you would like to influence how field day is
organized next year, it is not too early to indi-
cate your interest to Ken Larson. We start
working on next year’'s event before the end of
this year and would love to see even wider par-
ticipation in the planning.

Thanks,

2007 Event Calendar

JUEL9. CVARC Meeting
JUE28.. TRW Swapmeet
AUG 7 i CVARC License Classes End
Aug 12......cevvinine FCC License Exam at CVARC
Aug14.....cccoeene CVARC License Classes Begin
AU 16 CVARC Meeting
AU 25.. e TRW Swapmeet
AUG 25, CVARC Summer Picnic
Sep 7-9......... ARRL SW Div. Convention, Torrance
SEP 20 CVARC Meeting
SeP29.. TRW Swapmeet
OCt 9. CVARC License Classes Begin
Octl4.....vvvvveennenn. FCC License Exam at CVARC
OCt 16...eeeveeeeennnes CVARC License Classes Begin
OCt 18, CVARC Meeting
OCE 27 e TRW Swapmeet
NOV 15, . CVARC Meeting
NOV 24 ... TRW Swapmeet
Dec4....ccoovviieinnnnns CVARC License Classes End
Dec8......cooueeen.n. (Tentative) CVARC Holiday Party
Dec9..cccoovirieennn. FCC License Exam at CVARC
DeC 29, TRW Swapmeet

Please submit suggestions for additional dates to:
afécd@arrl.net

Still looking for a new Social Coordina-
tor and Newsletter Publisher

We now have only two empty slots on the
board — the Social Chair and the Newsletter
Publisher. | am currently acting as the New-
sletter Publisher, but will have to cut back on
my involvement. If a new publisher is not
found, the newsletter will drop in size, number
of articles, and perhaps frequency. | don’t
want to see that happen because so many
members of the club benefit from it, but | can-
not keep the current pace up.

If you are able to help, please contact me or
one of the other board members.

Neil Waybright, AF6CD

Field Day Post-Event Report

This is roughly what the site looked like before
we started setting up the tent on Friday, June
22" We arranged with the City to hold Field
Day again this year at the Thousand Oaks
Park & Rec. facility (the old City Hall) in the vi-
cinity of 381 Civic Center Dr. Thousand Oaks,
CA 91360, on the hill above the Oaks Mall.
We planned to operate on 9 bands simulta-
neously so our exchange was “AA6CV, 9A
Santa Barbara”.
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Field Day set started promptly shortly before
noon on Friday with a team arriving to unpack
and erect the tent.

Saturday evening dinner at the site has be-
come a CVARC Field Day tradition. Everyone
enjoyed Bandits BBQ again this year and the
food was delicious. Marie Calendars of Thou-
sand Oaks provided the pies to the club at no
cost and we had scrumptious desert as well.
We ordered a few extra dinners to accommo-
date late sign-ups so there was more than
enough for everyone.

Keeping field day fun is one of the crucial jobs
the club leadership performs. Ken Larson
(KJ6RZ) worked hard to organize the event so
it flowed smoothly, and Rob Hanson (W6RH)
and teamed his wife Sue to make Saturday
evening’s meal virtually perfect. My hat is off
to them for the outstanding job they did (this
makes several years running, since this isn’t
the first time).

A key goal of our field day event is to get the
message of ham radio and our emergency
support capabilities and mission to the public.
We did manage to attract the press to come

visit us at our operation. In this photo, Rob is
explaining the 20m station to the reporter from
the Star:

The tent we operated from this year was huge!
Its approximate dimensions are 18 feet by 54
feet, and it could easily support eight operating
positions with plenty of room, or many more
with a little effort. This photo gives you an idea
of the scale of the tent. It is taken from the
eastern end of the tent near the 80m/15m sta-
tion (Bill Hughes K6HB and Bob Hughes
KAG6HHW) looking down past the 40m voice
(with me seated on the left) and the 20m/40m
CW station with Bruce K6ZB and Greg K7SDW
seated together on the right) to the visitors
area and the 20m voice and 6m voice stations
at the far end. Just saying “our tent was big
enough to have a visitor’'s lounge” is fun.

Hugh Bosma did a great job of leading the
team setting up the tent for our first time. He
also spent a lot of time obtaining the tent, mak-
ing the tent stakes, packaging the whole thing
up and generally making it much more useful
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than “just a tent”. | am working on him to write
an article on the story. It is a story worth hear-

ing.

Because of its ability to capture people’s im-
agination, its ability to get through tough at-
mospheric conditions, and its double point bo-
nus, we ran a 20m/40m CW station nearly con-
tinuously through the entire event. In this pic-
ture Greg (K7SDW) and Tom (WOUFC) team
up to hammer out and log contacts.

The Field Day logging software was the same
package we used last year. The wireless and
wired network also worked out like a charm.
The software belongs to CVARC and is li-
censed to our club call sign AA6CV. There is
no limit on the number of users, so each Band
Captain could have his station connected via
wired or wireless local area network into the
logging software server or log locally. The
software requires a laptop computer with an
801.11B/G network interface. We demonstrat-
ed the software during our June club meeting
and everyone agreed it was simple and easy to
use.

Having teams of people to work the bands is
important. Itisn’t just the band captain doing to
the work alone. Almost half of the contacts on
40m voice weren’t from me, but were others
working the station. This isn’t just a fun part of
field day for those helping, but is important to
make it a success. While it is possible to par-
ticipate in set-up, operate for 24 hours, then
help with tear-down afterwards, it wouldn’t be
as much fun.

Dave Morton (AA6DM) and Mike D’Amore
(N6DMA) work together here to copy a weak
station on 40m:

Some bands are not open during the day, oth-
ers close at night. Bill Hughes and Bob
Hughes teamed together on a pair of bands
like this (80m and 15m) and were able to sup-
port each other nearly the whole time. This is
the spirit of ham radio in operation.

Band Captains are responsible for setting up
the stations. The band captains for this year
were:

6m Voice Roy Deschene KEGUMW

10m Voice Vern Potter WGNCT

15m Voice Bill Hughes K6HB

20m Voice Rob Hanson W6RH

20m/40m CW  Tom Stough WOUFC/Greg
Lane K7SDW

40m Voice Neil Waybright AF6CD

80m Voice Bob Hughes KA6HHW
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A single operator can manage a station by
themselves, but a pair of operators are more
effective, particularly when the bands got busy.
Here Roy (KE6UMW) and Mike Pershing
(KD61JF) work 6m (the “magic” band).

There are many players | haven't mentioned
that worked hard to make our field day a suc-
cess. | can’'t even mention them all, but I did
want to capture a few. Jeff Reinhardt (AA6JR)
worked on PR and obtaining the site, the
league (ARRL) made the entire thing possible
and worked continuously throughout the event
to make it even better. For those that stayed
late Saturday night, you would have seen Dick
Norton, the ARRL SW Division Director visit
AA6CV, his 17™ field day site he had visited
that day since noon.

The greatest danger of writing an article like
this is that | will miss the great contributions of
some of our club members. Forty-five people
participated this year, and | haven't listed them
all. | realize that | have missed some, but |

hope that those not mentioned recognize that |
appreciate their unflagging support.

If you didn’t make it to field day this year, make
a point to join us next year, even if to just offer
support and join in the camaraderie of the Sat-
urday evening meal.

Ken Larson, KIJI6RZ
Neil Waybright, AF6CD

Field Day QSO Results

In our formal Field Day submission to the
league, we reported that we operated nine sta-
tions as a “club” (class 9A) from the Santa
Barbara section (SB) and claimed a total of
866 QSO points. We also were able to get
points for power multiplier for operating under
150W, and additional points for 100% emer-
gency power, media publicity, setup in a public
place, operating an information booth, and for
copying the W1AW message.

The QSOs were broken down as follows:

Cw Phone
QSO Max. Pwr QSO Max. Pwr

80 59 150 87 150
40 108 150 46 150
20 121 150 102 150
15 18 150
10 15 150
6 22 150
Totals 288 CW 290 Phone

Neil Waybright, AF6CD

Thanks for the Pies!

The Marie Calendar restaurant in Westlake/
Thousand Oaks (at 3635 Thousand Oaks Blvd,
Westlake Village CA 91362) donated the ten
pies we enjoyed with dinner on Saturday night.
We appreciate the delicious pies and their
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support of local organizations. It is good to see
companies that recognize the importance of
supporting non-profit organizations in the local
area.

Neil Waybright, AF6CD

Champion Radio Society Echolink
Repeater

The Champion Radio Society is looking for a
temporary home for the CRS Echolink repeater
while Steve is working in England for a couple
of years. Its current maintainer has other
commitments that will prevent him from hous-
ing it and keeping it on the air while Steve is
away.

Support will require a licensed ham (a techni-
cian class license will do), ability to erect a 2m
antenna, 110VAC electrical power, and a 7x24
available broadband internet connection. The
repeater is only ten watts, so interference will
not be much of an issue, and there is enough
technical elmering available to help the host
keep it in tip-top condition.

If you are able to help, please contact anyone
on the board.

Thanks,

Neil Waybright, AF6CD
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Ventura County ARES/RACES Times & Frequencies
Area 2 ARES/RACES members are encouraged to check in every Tuesday night at 7:00pm on the Area 2 check-in nets.

Area Time
Area 1 7:00-7:30pm
Area 2 7:00-7:30pm
Area 2 7:10-7:30pm
Area 2 7:10-7:30pm
Area 2 7:10-7:30pm
Area 2 (Simplex)
Area 2 (Backup Repeater)
Area 3 7:15-7:30pm
Area 4 7:15-7:30pm
Area 5 7:00-7:30pm
Area 6 7:00-7:30pm
Area 7 7:00-7:30pm
Area 8 7:00-7:30pm
County 7:30-8:00pm
County 6:45-7:00pm
County 7:30-8:00pm
County Before 6:30pm

County (RACES Simplex)

Net Control operations for the weekly ARES/RACES Area 2
check-in are run from the ARES/RACES communications center
at East County Sheriff Station (on Olsen Road) every Tuesday
starting at 7:00pm.

Visitors are welcome and have the opportunity to operate the
station. Please contact the Assistant Emergency Coordinator,
Jerry Goldman, KC6JSO at (805) 241-9187 if you would like to
attend.

Mode Frequency Shift PL Repeater /Notes
Voice 147.930 - 127.3 AD6SV
Voice 146.850 - 94.8 K6AER Grissom
Voice 51.940 - 82.5 WB6RHQ
Voice 224.700 - 156.7 K6HB
Voice 449.440 - 131. KE6SWS Amgen
Voice 147.555 None Simplex
Voice 147.885 - 127.3 N6JMI Bozo
Voice 147.915 - 127.3 WB6ZTQ
Voice 146.970 - 127.3 WB6YQN
Voice 145.400 - None N6FL
Voice 147.765 - 127.3 None
Voice 146.985 - 127.3 WB6ZTX
Voice 146.535 None Simplex
Voice 146.880 - 127.3 WAGZTT
Voice 52.980 - 82.5 K6SMR
Voice 224.020 - 127.3 WB6ZTR
Packet 145.710 None Hospital Net
Voice 147.570 None Simplex

RACES members should remember that their RACES card is
issued for only two years. When your card is due to expire,
please call Jackie at the Office of Emergency Services in Ventu-
ra, (805) 654-2551, to renew it.

For questions concerning ARES/RACES, please call the Area 2
Emergency Coordinator, Ken Larson, KJ6RZ at (805) 495-9435
or go to the ARES/RACES section of the CVARC website at
http://www.cvarc.org.

Member at Large ...Jonathan Fox...........

Member at Large

2007 CVARC Officers

................... (805) 517-2962......................... Kg6gel@yahoo.com
..................... (805) 376-9350............cccuvvvvreennnnnn.. FOD@w6rh.com
(805) 494-9241................. abele7213@mypacks.net

(818) 887-4039.....cccccvvvrerieieiinen. RoyfD@aol.com
..................... (818) 706-3853.............cceneee.......@BBjr@pachell.net
............................ NfA.......cccceveeeeeeeeeennnnnnn..... KEBAKF@VeErizon.net

President.........cccoccveveeiiiiinnns Neil Waybright.................... KG6QEL
Vice President...................... Rob Hanson ..............cceee..... W6RH

Secretary

Treasurer . .

Public Relations.................... Jeff Reinhardt....................... AAGBIR

Technical ......cccoeeevvvvvvvieenn.. Rick Barrett...........cccceeeeeenenen KE6DKF
Operations.................. ....Ken Larson.............. KJ6RZ

Newsletter Editor ciirOPEN-. .,

Education................... ....Karl Moody.............. AE6TO

Social....eeieiiiiiiiiinnns ciirOPEN-. .,

..................... (818) 889-1156 <eeeeenn KtBla@arrl.net

Hugh Bosma..........ccccccccueeenn. AEBYC.....ccceeeeiis (805) 498-1987 ......ccccvvvveeieieeinnn hrbcrb@aol.com

kj6rz@verizon.net

CVARC is recognized by the ARRL as a Special - New Ham Development and Training
Service Club (SSC). To be a part of the ARRL'’s . Public Relations

Special Service Club program, the club must . Emergency Communications
regularly show that it is actively involved in cer- . Technical Advancement

tain areas, including:

Operating Activities

— Page 7 —



Conejo Valley Amateur Radio Club
PO Box 2093
Thousand Oaks, CA 91358-2093

Address Correction Requested

— FIRST — CLASS — MAIL —

CVARC Online

For up-to-date information and back issues of newsletters, please visit the CVARC Web Site
at http://www.cvarc.org. In addition to visiting the Web site, you may like to join the CVARC
Yahoo Group at http://groups.yahoo.com/group/CVARCDiscussion/

The Conejo Valley Amateur Radio Club is an ARRL affi- “News from CVARC” is published monthly
liated Special Service Club. Meetings are held on the (on the Monday preceding the CVARC club meeting)
third Thursday of every month, except December. The by the Conejo Valley Amateur Radio Club, AA6CV
meeting location is the Community Room at The East PO Box 2093, Thousand Oaks, CA 91358-2093.
County Sheriff Station, 2101 E Olsen Road, Thousand It is mailed free of charge to all members.
Oaks. Meetings start at 7:30pm with a pre-meeting so-
cial and technical assistance session from 6:30 to Opinions expressed in articles in this newsletter are
7:30pm. Meetings are open to the public, and members those of the authors and do not necessarily represent
are encouraged to bring their friends. the views of the club, its Board, or its members.

CVARC Membership Rates

Visitors are always welcome at our monthly meetings, and we do not pressure newcomers to join. If, however, you
would like to support the club and its activities by becoming a member then we will be very pleased.

The simplest way to join (or to renew) is to write us a check bearing your address, and give or send it to our Treasur-
er. Make the check payable to “CVARC” and please put your callsign and/or email address, if you have one, on the
memo line of your check. Name, Callsign, or Address changes may be emailed to the Treasurer.

Current annual rates are: Regular Membership: $25. Family Membership: $30. Special discounts are available for;
New members just licensed: $10. Full-time Students: $10. Regular members renewing for multiple years: $20/year.



