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President’s Message 

by Neil Waybright, AF6CD 
 

I managed to make it to the ARRL 
SW Division Convention in Torrance 
this past week.  It was an interesting 
opportunity to meet other hams, to 
attend some presentations, and to 
buy items from the exhibition floor.  I 
don’t make it down into L.A. very of-
ten these days and it was good to be 
able to shop some of the vendors I 
haven’t been able to get to for years 
(Jun’s. etc.).  There were also quite a 
number of interesting presentations 
to attend as well. 

I was able to carpool to the conven-
tion with a couple of local hams (Bob 
Paull, KK6UE and Rick Tate, 
KQ6NO), which made the trip much 
more enjoyable and allowed us to 
split the cost of gas.  It was nice to 
chat about our rigs, antenna plans, 
vacations and the state of some of 
the local repeaters.  Hams truly are a 
sociable bunch. 

I also hit a minor treasure trove of 
items I had been having trouble lo-
cating (odd adapters, etc.) and I 
found a couple of conversation piec-
es.  Do you have a 46 inch wire tie 
handy?  I do now.  That thing is a 
hoot!  A few other items were found 
at prices better than I have seen be-
fore, so I stocked up.  I heartily rec-
ommend going to the convention 
when it is local.    See MESSAGE on 
page 2 
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September Speaker: 
Ken Larson, KJ6RZ 

 
 
For our September 20 meeting, the 
speaker will be our very own Opera-
tions Chair and ACS/ARES Area 2 
Emergency Coordinator Ken Larson, 
KJ6RZ.  Ken received his BSEE 
from the University of Michigan in 
1967.  He worked for Bunker Ramo 
in Westlake Village until his retire-
ment in 2000.  The company was 
part of Eaton, Contel and GTE at 
various times. Ken and his cowork-
ers developed some of the very first 
microprocessor-based workstations 
some twelve years prior to the IBM 
PC.  The team’s work also led even-
tually to the TCP/IP and Ethernet 
protocols, which most of our readers 
use to this day on the World Wide 
Web.   
 
Licensed since the early 1980s, Ken 
became a member of CVARC in the 
mid-1990s at the behest of Greg 
Lane, K7SDW.  Greg also got Ken 
into working with ARES/RACES.  
Ken became an Assistant Emergen-
cy Coordinator under Greg and 
eventually took over the EC position 
in 2002. 
 
For his presentation, Ken will explain 
why it became necessary to reconfi-
gure ARES/RACES into ACS/ARES.  
He will also demonstrate the Outpost 
packet system for data transmission 
and describe how adding data capa-
bilities will enhance the usability of 
ACS/ARES for its “customers”.  
These include the Sheriff’s Depart-
ment, Oak Park USD, CVUSD, 
DART, the City of Thousand Oaks 
and others. 
 
As always, the pre-meeting social 
time gets underway around 6:45 pm, 
with the meeting proper and program 
starting at 7:30 pm.   



 

                                   
 

 
 

MESSAGE, continued from front page… 
 
Support the ARRL, learn something at the se-
minars, and shop the exhibit floor. A better day 
is hard to imagine. 

Talk to folks about your desire to go and you 
can find someone like-minded to carpool with.  
Otherwise, ask me and I can make an an-
nouncement at the club meeting you are look-
ing for car-pool companions.  The same thing 
applies to the TRW swap meet…. 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

Still Need: Social Coordinator & Raffle 
Chair 

By Tom Stough, WØUFC 
 
We now have only one empty slot on the board 
– the Social Chair.  I agreed to take over as 
Newsletter Chair through December 2007 and 
was duly elected at the August meeting.  
Please consider taking the Social Chair posi-
tion.  This role is especially important for the 
CVARC Holiday Party, tentatively scheduled 
for December 8.  To volunteer, please contact 
President Neil Waybright.  Also, Hugh Bosma 
asks for assistance with the monthly raffle.  
This is a fun task that  can be shared by two or 
more people. 
 

 
 
 

A Newbie Tries Out PSK 31 On the Cheap  
by Tom Stough, WØUFC 

 
It was great to hear Dave Danner’s talk at 
CVARC in August on PSK 31 and how to get 
into this relatively new digital mode.  It just so 
happens that I recently installed PSK31 on my 
own station…for very little money. 
 
The first step was to obtain a free computer.  I 
grabbed a Windows 98 freebie that was offered 
on the Conejo Valley Freecycle listserv.  This 
came with a CRT monitor.  I quickly found that 
a flatscreen monitor was necessary, as CRTs 
put out lots of radio QRM.  I picked up an older, 
smaller monitor at work that had been donated 
and gave it a home in my shack. 
 
Next step:  an interface between the computer 
and the Yaesu FT-890.  With family responsi-
bilities and no time to build one, I found a suit-
able “black box” from Buxcomm. Cost: $ 60. 
 
Please see p. 4, PSK 31 
 
 

2007 Event Calendar 
  
  
 Sep 20 ........................................... CVARC Meeting 
 Sep 29 ........................................... TRW Swapmeet 
 Oct 9 ...................... CVARC License Classes Begin 
 Oct 14..................... FCC License Exam at CVARC 
 Oct 16.................... CVARC License Classes Begin 
 Oct 18............................................ CVARC Meeting 
 Oct 27............................................ TRW Swapmeet 
 Nov 15 ........................................... CVARC Meeting 
 Nov 24 ........................................... TRW Swapmeet 
 Dec 4 ........................ CVARC License Classes End 
 Dec 8 .................. (Tentative) CVARC Holiday Party 
 Dec 9 ...................... FCC License Exam at CVARC 
 Dec 29 ........................................... TRW Swapmeet 

Please submit suggestions for additional dates to: 
af6cd@arrl.net 
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Results of CVARC VE Session 

 
By Jeff Reinhardt AA6JR – CVARC Exam 

Coordinator 
 
The August 12 CVARC exam session saw 15 
candidates attempt 24 test elements resulting 
in 13 new licenses or upgrades, including one 
candidate who ascended from no license to 
Extra.  Thanks to all the CVARC VEs who vo-
lunteer their time to make the exam sessions 
possible.  
 
Name   Call  New Class 
 
John M. Stephenson KG6MRD General 
Christopher M. Gould AF6DZ  Extra 
Bryon L. Brammer KC6YIS  General 
Frederick H. Sass  KI6LKB  Technician 
Daniel J. Kolzet  KI6LKC  Technician 
Ray Campbell  KI6LKD Technician 
Steven Forman  KI6LKK General 
Lenore Arab  KI6LKE  Technician 
Kevin R. Kinney  KI6LKF  Technician 
Harvey Cusworth  KI6LKG Technician 
Franklin R. Swanson KI6LKH Technician 
Rachel L. Swanson KI6LKI  Technician 
Eugene G. Frenzel KI6LKJ  Technician 
 
 
 
The next CVARC exam session is scheduled 
for Sunday, October 14 at 8:30 a.m. at the East 
County Sheriff’s Station on Olsen Rd.  VE ses-
sions are part of what makes CVARC an ARRL 
Special Service Club.  

 
 

KØAKS Repeater Has New Home! 
 
A special thanks to Adrian Garrett, K6KY, for 
stepping up to house and maintain the KØAKS 
low-level EchoLink repeater owned by the 
Champion Amateur Radio Society.  The station  
is staying in Thousand Oaks (as its callsign 
implies) and the machine is connected to hams 
worldwide via the Web.  Occasionally, Steve 
and his family may be heard there.  Tune your 
radio to 147.150, -600, PL 127.3.  The repea-
ter’s Web page is: www.g8lof.co.uk/link.htm 
 
 

 
ACS Area 6/7 Repeater Changes 

 
by John Rotondi, WA2OOB – Area 6/7 Emer-

gency Coordinator 
 
Please be advised that the Area 6/7 local net 
will be taking place…every Tuesday for the fo-
reseeable future, at 19:00  on N6VUY/R: 
147.975 MHz. -600KHz offset, 127.3 Hz PL. 
 
Please program this into Memory Location #6 
on your personal and Served Agency radios, 
replacing Grant Park (WB6ZTW 147.765 
MHz.).  You may want to consider copying the 
Grant Park info to a memory location above 
#20,first. 
 
73, John 
 
[Editor’s note:  Area 6 is the City of Ventura 
and Area 7 is Santa Paula/Fillmore/Piru. John 
asked me to say:  N6VUY’s repeater is open to 
all licensed amateurs.] 
 
 
 

A Ham Radio Postcard from Pete Heins, 
N6ZE/7 

 
 
Pete, N6ZE/7, operated the beginning of the ARRL Sept. VHF Contest 
from Logan Pass in Glacier National Park MT (Grid DN38). With an 
FT-817 & a dipole, he worked 2 hikers on both 2m FM and 70cm FM, 
despite the fact they were on the other side of a high ridgeline. He also 
made contacts as a 'Rover' while driving back to Whidbey Island from 
NW Montana. (KD6FOT photo) 
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T.O. Power Failure and ACS/ARES Reaction 
by Pete Heins, N6ZE 

 
 
On 16 August, one day after the 7.9 earth-
quake in Peru and a couple hours before the 
3.6 shake in Chatsworth, Thousand Oaks ex-
perienced its own, albeit minor, problem. 
 
Electric service failed in Thousand Oaks, prob-
ably caused by a smoky equipment failure at 
the Sub-Station just to the East of Moorpark 
Road and near the AAA building. About 8:45 
AM, lighting blinked several times and then 
completely failed. A couple of minutes later, I 
saw a large plume of dense black smoke rising 
from the SCE Sub-Station. 
 
I put out a “QST” on K6AER/rpt 146.85 MHz 
and discovered that it had also failed; probably 
due to the fact a temporary repeater without 
backup power is currently installed. Quick 
checks of N6JMI/”BOZO”/rpt 147.885 MHz, 
AMGEN W6EPO/rpt 449.44 MHz, South Moun-
tain W6NCT/rpt 446.86 MHz; and K6HB/rpt 
223.79 MHz showed that all of these repeaters 
were still in service. KCLU-FM 88.3 MHz was 
silenced, but “Jill-FM” 92.7 MHz was on the air. 
I passed this info on the output of K6AER/rpt 
because this machine is normally used by Ven-
tura County ACS/ARES Area 2 Nets. Bruce, 
K6ZB; Bill, K6HB; & I communicated for a few 
minutes on 146.85 MHz, the normal K6AER/rpt 
output frequency, just in case our services 
were needed. 
 
I arrived home a few minutes later and ran 
through the power failure checklist with my 
XYL: turn computers, TVs, and other high load 
items to ‘off’ so that when power was restored 
a sudden electrical spike would not ruin the 
equipment; keep the refrigerator door closed; & 
turn on a hand held FM transceiver for possible 
communications. 
 
But wait! One other problem needed to be 
solved: my XYL’s curling iron was also unpo-
wered. I just happened to have a 375 Watt 
12VDC > 110 VAC inverter & 2 large batteries 
which I then utilized to power the hair curler.   
 

At last, Robin knows why I keep batteries & in-
verters on hand: they are an emergency power 
source for my amateur radio gear…and her 
household appliances!   
 
Power was restored in just 34 minutes. Kudos 
to SoCal Edison.  73, Pete 
 
 
 
PSK31, Continued from p. 2……….. 
 
After connecting the interface, installing a log-
ging program and QRZ callsign database, I 
was ready to go!  (Cost: about $ 50, though not 
technically part of the PSK31 setup.) I started 
making contacts about an hour after getting 
everything connected.  One of the first was 
with FK8GX in New Caledonia.  PSK operators 
are genial and helpful and will offer construc-
tive suggestions on the single biggest hurdle to 
successful operation:  adjusting your comput-
er’s audio input to your radio.  Overdriving is 
the bane of digital operations, as Dave told us. 
 
So, the goal of cheap digital communication 
was achieved!  I’m glad to have one radio 
mode that doesn’t depend on my less-than- 
stellar hearing, as I’ve mentioned in this space 
before.  Here are some tips for the would-be 
PSKer: 
 
Grounding Is Essential!  Plan on grounding 
the computer’s chassis to the same place you 
ground your station to reduce RFI in your radio. 
 
Shorten Leads!  The fewer paths for stray RF 
to enter your computer, the better.  This in-
cludes mouse and keyboard cables. 
 
Reduce Power!  Most PSK ops run no more 
than 25 watts, as few SSB transmitters can 
take QRO key-down for more than a few mi-
nutes.  It also represents courtesy to your fel-
low operators, per Dave, and, of course, re-
duces RFI issues. 
 
73, Tom
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Ventura County ACS/ARES Times & Frequencies 
Area 2 ACS/ARES members are encouraged to check in every Tuesday night at 7:00pm on the Area 2 check-in nets. 

 
 

 
 

 
Area Time Mode Frequency  Shift  PL Repeater/Notes  

Area 1 7:00-7:30 pm Voice 147.930 - 127.3 AD6SV 

Area 2 7:00-7:30 pm Voice 146.850 - 94.8 K6AER/Grissom 

Area 2 7:10-7:30 pm Voice 224.700 - 156.7 K6HB 

Area 2 7:10-7:30 pm Voice 449.440 - 131.8 W6EPO/Amgen 

Area 2 (Simplex) Voice 147.555 None None Simplex 

Area 2 (Backup Repeater) Voice 147.885 - 127.3 N6JMI “Bozo” 

Area 3 7:15-7:30 pm Voice 147.915 - 127.3 WB6ZTQ 

Area 4 7:15-7:30 pm Voice 149.970 - 127.3 WB6YQN 

Area 5 7:00-7:30 pm Voice 145.400 - None N6FL 

Area 6/7 7:00-7:30 pm Voice 147.975 - 127.3 N6VUY 

Area 8 7:00-7:30 pm Voice 146.535 None None Simplex 

County 7:30-8:00 pm Voice 146.880 - 127.3 WA6ZTT 

County 6:45-7:00 pm Voice 52.980 - 82.5 K6SMR 

County 7:30-8:00 pm Voice 224.020 - 127.3 WB6ZTR 

County Before 6:30 pm Packet 145.710 + None Hospital Net 

County (ACS Simplex) Voice 147.570 None None Simplex 

 

Net Control operations for the weekly ACS/ARES Area 2 check-
in are run from the ACS/ARES communications center at East 
County Sheriff Station (on Olsen Road) every Tuesday starting 
at 7:00pm.  

Visitors are welcome and have the opportunity to operate the 
station. Please contact Gino Spinelli, KI6DJV at (805) 529-6101 
if you would like to attend. 

ACS members should remember that their ACS card is issued 
for only two years. When your card is due to expire, please call 
Jackie at the Office of Emergency Services in Ventura, (805) 
654-2551, to renew it. 

For questions concerning ACS/ARES, please call the Area 2 
Emergency Coordinator, Ken Larson, KJ6RZ at (805) 495-9435 
or go to the ACS/ARES section of the CVARC website at 
http://www.cvarc.org. 

 

2007 CVARC Officers 

President ............................... Neil Waybright ...................... AF6CD ..................... (805) 517-2962 ................................. af6cd@arrl.net 
Vice President ....................... Rob Hanson ......................... W6RH ..................... (805) 376-9350 ................................ rob@w6rh.com 
Secretary .............................. Mary Ho ............................... KI6COG .................... (805) 494-9241 ................ abele7213@mypacks.net 
Treasurer .............................. Roy Deschene .................... KE6UMW ................... (818) 887-4039 .............................. RoyfD@aol.com 
Public Relations .................... Jeff Reinhardt ....................... AA6JR ..................... (818) 706-3853 ............................ aa6jr@pacbell.net 
Technical .............................. Rick Barrett .......................... KE6DKF ............................ n/a ................................... ke6dkf@verizon.net 
Operations ............................ Ken Larson ........................... KJ6RZ ..................... (805) 495-9435 ............................ kj6rz@verizon.net 
Newsletter Editor .................. Tom Stough ......................... WØUFC .................... (805) 373-6836 ................................ w0ufc@arrl.net  
Education .............................. Karl Moody ........................... AE6TO ..................... (805) 523-0622 ............................ ke6wvz@aol.com 
Social .................................... -OPEN- .......................................  ......................................  ..................................................................... 
Member at Large .................. Jonathan Fox ........................ KT6LA ..................... (818) 889-1156 ............................ kt6la@yahoo.com 
Member at Large .................. Hugh Bosma ......................... AE6YC ..................... (805) 498-1987 .............................. hrbcrb@aol.com 

 

CVARC is recognized by the ARRL as a Special 
Service Club (SSC). To be a part of the ARRL’s 
Special Service Club program, the club must 
regularly show that it is actively involved in cer-
tain areas, including: 

 

·  New Ham Development and Training 
·  Public Relations 
·  Emergency Communications 
·  Technical Advancement 
·  Operating Activities 



 

 

Conejo Valley Amateur Radio Club 
PO Box 2093 
Thousand Oaks, CA 91358-2093 
 
Address Correction Requested 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

– FIRST – CLASS – MAIL – 
 
 
 
 

 

CVARC Online 
For up-to-date information and back issues of newsletters, please visit the CVARC Web Site 
at http://www.cvarc.org. In addition to visiting the Web site, you may like to join the CVARC 
Yahoo Group at http://groups.yahoo.com/group/CVARCDiscussion/ 
 

 
 
The Conejo Valley Amateur Radio Club is an ARRL affi-

liated Special Service Club. Meetings are held on the 
third Thursday of every month, except December. The 
meeting location is the Community Room at The East 
County Sheriff Station, 2101 E Olsen Road, Thousand 
Oaks. Meetings start at 7:30pm with a pre-meeting so-

cial and technical assistance session from 6:30 to 
7:30pm. Meetings are open to the public, and members 

are encouraged to bring their friends. 

 
 

“News from CVARC” is published monthly 
(on the Monday preceding the CVARC club meeting) 
by the Conejo Valley Amateur Radio Club, AA6CV 
PO Box 2093, Thousand Oaks, CA 91358-2093. 

It is mailed free of charge to all members. 
 

Opinions expressed in articles in this newsletter are 
those of the authors and do not necessarily represent 

the views of the club, its Board, or its members. 
 

 

CVARC Membership Rates 
Visitors are always welcome at our monthly meetings, and we do not pressure newcomers to join. If, however, you 
would like to support the club and its activities by becoming a member then we will be very pleased. 

The simplest way to join (or to renew) is to write us a check bearing your address, and give or send it to our Treasur-
er. Make the check payable to “CVARC” and please put your callsign and/or email address, if you have one, on the 
memo line of your check. Name, Callsign, or Address changes may be emailed to the Treasurer. 

Current annual rates are: Regular Membership: $25. Family Membership: $30. Special discounts are available for; 
New members just licensed: $10. Full-time Students: $10. Regular members renewing for multiple years: $20/year. 

Special Emergency Communications Issue 
ACS/ARES Ops: read freq. changes on p. 3 


