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NEWS FROM CVARC

President’s Message
by Greg Lane, K7TSDW

JOB WELL DONE CVARC MEM-
BERS FOR FD 2008. Possible Total
Score 6020.

There are just too many folks to
thank for making CVARC FD 2008 a
happy event. Many things were
learned from this exercise and will be
documented so we can repeat the
good things and fix those that need
improvement. A big helping of grati-
tude and thanks for all of you who
came out of the woodwork to help.

Maybe next year we will have a ga-
thering of the troops so we would not
have so many “extra issues” to deal
with at the last minute. We will defi-
nitely invoke a new rule about no an-
tenna mast raising after sundown;
therefore, antennas must be up 30
min before sunset or wait until next
morning. It is amazing how we went
from an initial 3A to 9A in such a
short order of time! Let’s see the
same amount of energy next year
with those wanting to operate attend
an earlier meeting so operating posi-
tions, antenna locations, and re-
source planning of operations can be
address.

President’s Message, continued on page 2
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July Club Meeting
"Digital Voice
Communications”

Does Digital Voice (DV) Have a Fu-
ture in Ham Radio?

Jeff Reinhardt AA6JR will host a
presentation on digital voice modes.
Are they the future of our hobby or
are there obstacles?

Part of the presentation will be a re-
cently completed video on Digital
Voice produced by the ARRL. There
will also be demonstrations and au-
dio clips from actual DV QSOs.

What are the "pros" and "cons" of
DV? Is DV the next "new" mode that
will sweep the hobby? What equip-
ment will you need?

Join us for a stimulating session
Thursday July 17 at CVARC's regu-
larly scheduled meeting to learn
more about the fascinating evolution
of DV and how it will affect you.

As always, the CVARC club meeting
is held on the third Thursday of the
month at the East County Sheriff
Station located at:

2101 East Olsen Road
Thousand Oaks, CA 91360

This facility is just off of the 23 free-
way between Thousand Oaks and
Simi Valley. We look forward to see-
ing you there!
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President’s Message, continued from front page...

| sent off the electronic entry to ARRL as well
as submitting our hardcopy as evidence of the
bonus scores we claim. | will post the FD re-
port “guts” to Neil whereby he can put them on
the web, hopefully under a folder or link to
Field Day Chairman. This way next year the
next FD chair will have a good idea of what is
required in the report.

Thanks George, KB1PFX, FD Chairman for
pulling off all the loose ends and getting the
rest of you to support him in what needed to be
done in his absence.

As a minimum is the summary sheet, dupe
sheet, and supporting data towards the bonus
points claimed. A bit of soap box is ok as well.

Looks like the rest of the year is going to go
well for programs that Tom, WOUFC, has set
up, so let’s support the club in attendance to
show our appreciation to the speakers being
booked. | am recommending an antenna “build
project” for October, but that will take you the
members to indicate VHF/UFH antennas or HF
dipoles, etc. Clip board will go around, so if
you have a favorite antenna project gnawing at
you, this may be the time to offer it up as a
suggestion.

The CVARC group over the years like so many
other Ham clubs has ups and downs of grow-
ing pains. | have asked George and Tom to
head off a 2009 Nomination Committee where-
by you the members can think about making a
commitment to the club to continue the work
we do in the community as well as providing
social interaction.

We have recently procured a total of 8 each
FT60R handhelds for educational purposes
based upon a grant received from J. D. Powers
Associates. Karl is going to hold a class on
26™ of July at the East County Sheriff's Com-
munity Room; see newsletter schedule for de-
tails.

See you all at the next meeting
73 de Greg

Conejo Valley Amateur Radio Club
2008 Event Calendar

Jul 3., Moorpark Fireworks Show
JUL 17 CVARC Club Meeting
JUul 26 HT Training Class at EVSS
JUE26.. TRW Swap Meet
Aug. 5...... 3" CVARC Technician Class Completes
Aug. 10......uvvieennne FCC License Exam at CVARC
Aug. 19.......... 4™ CVARC Technician Class Begins
AUG. 21 CVARC Club Meeting
Aug. 23 (tentative)............. CVARC Summer Picnic
Y Lo 1O TRW Swap Meet
Sep. 18...ceeeee e CVARC Club Meeting
Sep. 12-14 ............. ARRL SW Division Convention
SEP 27 TRW Swap Meet
Oct. 7....... 4™ CVARC Technician Class Completes
Oct. 12...ccovvvvvieeennn. FCC License Exam at CVARC
OCt. 16, CVARC Club Meeting
Oct. 21........... 5™ CVARC Technician Class Begins
OCL.25. i TRW Swap Meet
NOV. 20...ccciiiieeeeeeeeciiiieeeen, CVARC Club Meeting
NOV. 29, TRW Swap Meet
Dec. 6 (tentative).................. CVARC Holiday Party
Dec. 9......5™ CVARC Technician Class Completes
Dec.14..........ceeve. FCC License Exam at CVARC
DeC 27 ., TRW Swap Meet

Please submit suggestions for additional dates to afécd@arrl.net

Openings on the Board
Neil Waybright, AF6CD

The positions of Technical Chair and Opera-
tions Chair are coming open this month for un-
related reasons. CVARC needs to find good
candidates for these roles. Rick Barrett con-
tinues to have a school conflict with the Thurs-
day nights where both the board and club
meetings fall. He enjoys the technical chair
role, but is not available when many of the
members need him.

George Bryant has received a wonderful op-
portunity for a new role inside his company that
includes a nice promotion, but it entails moving
back to the east coast. This will be his last
meeting with the club before his move.

Consider carefully whether you might be able
to fill either one of these positions. The tech-
nical chair role is best filled by someone with a
good technical background. The operations
role is best filled by someone who has a flare
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for organizing and recruiting teams. Since
George has completed the major event of the
year for which the operations chair is responsi-
ble, the job is one where you will have a
chance to grow into it.

If you are interested, please contact Greg
Lane, or any of the members of the board at
the July meeting.

CVARC Field Day Report
Greg Lane, K7SDW

The FD report has been sent to ARRL via the
50 point email submittal. | am in the process of
making the final "mail in" package that will be
submitted this Sat at the latest as the back-up
supporting data.

Based upon our fantastic participation, here is
how we stack up for a claim of 6020 points as
a 9A SB Battery entry (Includes the gso points
plus the bonus points):

Bonus Points:

Description Points
100% Emergency power 900
Media Publicity 100
Set-up in Public Place 100
Information Booth 100
W1AW Field Day Message 100
Natural power QSOs completed 100
Site Visit by invited elected official 100
Site Visit by invited served agency official 100
Submitted via the Web 50
Total Bonus Points 1,650

Score Summary:

15m 22

10m 12

6m 54

2m 4
1.25
Other
Satellite
GOTA

Total 298 50 178

cw Digital Phone Total
Qng‘; 208 50 178
Total Claimed
Points 596 100 178 874 | Score =
4,370
Ccw Digital Phone
QSOs | Pwr(W) | QSOs | Pwr(W) | QSOs Pwr(W)
160m
80m 59 5 18 5
40m 113 5 50 5 33 5
20m 126 5 35 5

Field Day Photos
Neil Waybright, AF6CD

So far, | have received photos from David Ara-
ta (KAQWMI), Eddie Pierce (KQ6K), Tom
Stough (WOUFC), and Jeff Reinhardt (AAGJR).
If you took photos and would be willing to
share them, please contact me at the meeting
or by email.

These photos (and many more that wouldn't fit
here) are up on the CVARC web site in the
field day section and are filed under the name
of the photographer that took them. Thank
each of them when you see them for preserv-
ing and sharing the memories of this event.

This picture helps give you a feel for the size of the “bigto” tent we
erected. The assembly team could get a side job at a circus. All we
needed was a calliope to make the moment complete!
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Lots of helping hands makes the tent raising a safe and fun event. Itis
amazing to see it transform from a small package when folded into the
giant working area ready for occupancy in about an hour. Hugh Bos-
ma (AE6YC), Noel VanSlyke (K6NVS) and George Bryant (KB1PFX)
are visible as the ridge poles are raised.

After the tent is erected, it is time to start getting the antennas up and

tested. This site provides a challenge in that there is not a lot of room
to physically separate the antennas and most are in the near-field of a
number of other antennas.

Mike D’Amore (N6MDA) and Neil Waybright (AF6CD) work with Mar-
shal Dormire (a student in Karl Moody's CVARC technician licensing

Even push-up and crank-up antennas are a challenge due to the
weight and “ungainliness” of some of the Yagi antennas. One does
what one can. Here Darren Smith (K6WMD) holds the ladder for Greg

Lane (K7SDW).

Bill Hughes (K6HB) and Ryan Hughes (KD6IJK) setting up their 15m
and 2m stations.

class) as he chases contacts on 40m phone. Behind them, Iris Smoot,

the T.O. Acorn photographer/reporter captures the action for her pa-
per.
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Ken Larson (KJ6RZ) and Paula Larson (KG6FUM) operate 20m phone

The BBQ feast from Bandits was delicious and everyone was stuffed
afterwards. One thing we do exceptionally well is to arrange great
food!

Night time presented no obstacle for CVARC. Low power, high effi-
ciency lighting kept us running smoothly. Mike Pershing (KD6IJF)
operates the 20m phone station late into the evening chasing elusive
contacts....

Neil Waybright (AF6CD) and Ventura County Star newspaper reporter
Rachel McGrath work hard for contacts on Sunday morning. Her per-
sistence paid off with a contact to difficult to copy station from Idaho!

All of these photos look even better in color, so
take a look at the online edition of the newslet-
ter at www.cvarc.org.

73 and Have a safe summer,
Neil Waybright, AF6CD

Comm-Van Disposition Committee
George KB1PFX
Tom WOUFC
Neil AF6CD

During this month’s board meeting, a commit-
tee was formed to decide on the disposition of
the communications van. After careful discus-
sion and thought we came up with the follow-

ing:

The com-van has served the needs of CVARC
during a time when the current emergency ra-
dio group was being established, however that
need has diminished considerably since then
and the van has been relatively idle and col-
lecting dust and corrosion. We have found that
almost all the connections have degraded to
the point that damage to the transmitting
equipment is almost certain. The engine is fal-
tering and stalls frequently and the charging
system needs to be replaced as well. The
problems with degraded connections stem
from corrosion to the grounding systems, how-
ever the entire roof structure would need to be
replaced to facilitate proper grounding.
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Hugh Bosma, AE6YC has been working on
acquiring the trailer from the Sheriff's Depart-
ment in Camarillo and as soon as we take pos-
session the committee has decided to recom-
mend that the equipment be removed from the
van and then stored in the trailer. The van
would then be given to the Sheriffs Dept for
disposition. The committee weighed the need
for the van against the projected costs and sig-
nificant man hours that would be needed to re-
pair and replace mechanical and structural
parts and the scales flipped over (metaphori-
cally).

Should any discussion need to be made,
please bring them to the July Club Meeting on
7/17/08 and we'll do our best to answer the
guestions.

Operations Chairman
George KB1PFX

Field Day Report
George Bryant KB1PFX

Field Day is done and the equipment put away
and all of us have rested for a few days. | have
learned a great deal during the last three
months of putting together the event and |
could not have done any kind of job without the
help of a few individuals who were instrumental
in the setup. First of all Greg Lane, K7SDW for
having data from previous field day programs
and diagrams of the site layout, Hugh Bosma,
AEG6YC for maintaining the tent and those
magnificent poles that he constructed, Jeff
Reinhardt, AA6JR for the awesome job of pub-
licity and public relations during Saturday and
Sunday, Ken Larson, KJ6RZ for your input and
ideas, Roy Deschene, KEGUMW for finances
and records, Darren Smith, KEBWMD for helping
with multiple tasks and equipment.

The following people were instrumental in the
setup, take down and additional supplies like
coolers, grills, munchies and also for being
Band Captains or helpers: AE6JR, KD6IJK,
KE6UMW, KF6JQO, KEWMD, KAG6HHW,
K6ZB, K7SDW, WOUFC, KJ6RZ, KD6FUM,

KQ6K, AA6DM AF6CD, N6MDA, KC6UM. | am
sure that | forgot some people and for that |
apologize. There were 14 people at setup and |
counted 22 at take down. That was an awe-
some showing of support.

This event has also given me some ideas to
reflect on for next year’s chairman. Greg and |
will be working on a kit for the chairman to
have all the needed information from A to Z.
Another aspect is the need for a Safety officer
to oversee antenna construction and place-
ment so as to avoid mishaps like the weight of
the antenna being too heavy for the mast struc-
ture. There could be serious injury or death if
someone was hit by falling debris. Being a Pa-
ramedic, | should have foreseen this but also
being new and somewhat overwhelmed by the
amount of pre-planning needed, that | missed
that point. That won't happen again, and | feel
that everyone would agree that NO antenna
construction after the light starts fading.

All in all, the event went better than expected
with using 5 watts of power, there were still
many contacts made and we scored every bo-
nus point that was available. We had four dif-
ferent articles in the local and regional news-
papers and many pictures were taken.

In closing | would like anyone who has any
guestions or would like to make suggestions
for next year to please e-mail me at
KB1PEX@arrl.net and let me know.

George KB1PFX

Post Field Day Pot Luck
Neil Waybright AF6CD

Greg Lane is hosting a Post Field Day pot luck
dinner for the Saturday the 19™ (after the club
meeting) for all of those involved in field day. ...
Arrive at K7SDW QTH at 6pm to set up food
and 6:30 we will start to eat. Please bring your
own dish, drinks, and yard chair. Please RSVP
to kK7sdw@verizon. net
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Ventura County ACS/ARES Times & Frequencies
Area 2 ACS/ARES members are encouraged to check in every Tuesday night at 7:00pm on the Area 2 check-in nets.

Area Time Mode Frequency Shift PL Repeater/Notes
Area 1 7:00-7:30 pm Voice 147.930 - 127.3 AD6SV
Area 2 7:00-7:30 pm Voice 146.850 - 94.8 KG6AER/Grissom
Area 2 7:10-7:30 pm Voice 224.700 - 156.7 K6HB
Area 2 7:10-7:30 pm Voice 449.440 - 131.8 W6AMG/Amgen
Area 2 (Simplex) Voice 146.445 None None Simplex
Area 2 (Backup Repeater) Voice 147.885 - 127.3 N6Bdzo”
Area 3 7:15-7:30 pm Voice 147.915 - 127.3 WB6ZTQ
Area 4 7:15-7:30 pm Voice 149.970 - 127.3 WB6YQN
Area 5 7:00-7:30 pm Voice 145.400 - None N6FL

Area 6/7 7:00-7:30 pm Voice 147.975 - 127.3 NevUY
Area 8 7:00-7:30 pm Voice 146.985 - 127.3 South.Mtn
County 7:30-8:00 pm Voice 146.880 - 127.3 WAGZTT
County 6:45-7:00 pm Voice 52.980 - 825 K6SMR
County 7:30-8:00 pm Voice 224.020 - 127.3 WB6ZTR
County Before 6:30 pm Packet 145.710 + None HolsNith
County (ACS Simplex) Voice 147.570 None None Simple

Net Control operations for the weekly ACS/ARES Area 2 check-
in are run from the ACS/ARES communications center at East
County Sheriff Station (on Olsen Road) every Tuesday starting
at 7:00pm.

Visitors are welcome and have the opportunity to operate the
station. Please contact Gino Spinelli, KI6DJV at (805) 529-6101
if you would like to attend.

ACS members should remember that their ACS card is issued
for only two years. When your card is due to expire, please call
Jackie at the Office of Emergency Services in Ventura, (805)
654-2551, to renew it.

For questions concerning ACS/ARES, please call the Area 2
Emergency Coordinator, Ken Larson, KJ6RZ at (805) 495-9435
or go to the ACS/ARES section of the CVARC website at
http://www.cvarc.org.

2008 CVARC Officers

President...........cccceeviiveennnen. GregLane ........cc.cccooeeunneeen. (805) 498-0454..........cvvvevinee k7sdw@verizon.net
Vice President ... Tom Stough (805) 373-6836....cccccccvuviriiieaeaiiiiiins wOufc@arrl.net
Secretary ..o.eeeeeeiviiiiiieieeeeenn, F= 1 Y = (o (805) 494-9241................ abele7213@mypacks.net
TreASUIEr ...vvvveeeeeiiciiiiieaeeens Roy Deschene (818) 887-4039.....cccccceviiviriiieaaaanns RoyfD@aol.com
Public Relations......... Jeff Reinhardt (818) 706-3853 ....aa6jr@pacbell.net
Technical ................... ....open open

Operations ................ ....open open

Newsletter Editor ....Neil Waybright (805) 517-2962......c.ccevveiirieaeiirieenns
Education................... ...Karl Moody.............. (805) 523-0622 .... kebwvz@aol.com
Social......cooeviiiiiiieeeiee OPEN . ee e s OPBIN e (0] 01=] o PPt open
Member at Large .................. Hugh Bosma.............ccvveeee... (805) 498-1987 ....cceeeeeeiiiiriiieaaaanns hrbcrb@aol.com
Member at Large .................. Dave Morton...........ccceeene... (805) 495-3920.....ccccccviiriiiinaaaainins aa6dm@arrl.net

CVARC is recognized by the ARRL as a Special
Service Club (SSC). To be a part of the ARRL'’s
Special Service Club program, the club must
regularly show that it is actively involved in cer-
tain areas, including:
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New Ham Development and Training
Public Relations

Emergency Communications
Technical Advancement

Operating Activities



Conejo Valley Amateur Radio Club
PO Box 2093
Thousand Oaks, CA 91358-2093

Address Correction Requested

— FIRST — CLASS — MAIL —

CVARC Online

For up-to-date information and back issues of newsletters, please visit the CVARC Web Site
at http://www.cvarc.org. In addition to visiting the Web site, you may like to join the CVARC
Yahoo Group at http://groups.yahoo.com/group/CVARCDiscussion/

The Conejo Valley Amateur Radio Club is an ARRL affi- “News from CVARC” is published monthly
liated Special Service Club. Meetings are held on the (on the Monday preceding the CVARC club meeting)
third Thursday of every month, except December. The by the Conejo Valley Amateur Radio Club, AA6CV
meeting location is the Community Room at The East PO Box 2093, Thousand Oaks, CA 91358-2093.
County Sheriff Station, 2101 E Olsen Road, Thousand It is mailed free of charge to all members.
Oaks. Meetings start at 7:30pm with a pre-meeting so-
cial and technical assistance session from 6:30 to Opinions expressed in articles in this newsletter are
7:30pm. Meetings are open to the public, and members those of the authors and do not necessarily represent
are encouraged to bring their friends. the views of the club, its Board, or its members.

CVARC Membership Rates

Visitors are always welcome at our monthly meetings, and we do not pressure newcomers to join. If, however, you
would like to support the club and its activities by becoming a member then we will be very pleased.

The simplest way to join (or to renew) is to write us a check bearing your address, and give or send it to our Treasur-
er. Make the check payable to “CVARC” and please put your call sign and/or email address, if you have one, on the
memo line of your check. Name, Call sign, or Address changes may be emailed to the Treasurer.

Current annual rates are: Regular Membership: $25. Family Membership: $30. Special discounts are available for;
New members just licensed: $10. Full-time Students: $10. Regular members renewing for multiple years: $20/year.



