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NEWS FROM CVARC

President’s Message
by Neil Waybright, AF6CD

The holidays are upon us and it is
time to celebrate. We are gathering
again this year at the Cameron Cen-
ter in Thousand Oaks for the annual
CVARC Holiday Party, auction and
raffle. This is a great party every
year and | would personally love to
see each and every one of you at the
event. It is the cap to the year and
keeps the spirits bright until we meet
again in 2008.

This year we have a great selection
of prizes and and the auction always
has some delightful items. | intend
to donate a pair of classic radios to
the pool:

1. Comcraft CTR-144 2M transceiver
(noted as the first solid-state 2M
AM/FM transceiver available to
hams).

2. Kenwood TS-450SE HF tran-
sceiver (the last of the high-quality
Kenwood tube rigs and highly de-
sired by HF aficionados).

Both of these rigs are classics, and
have been the “rig of the month” on
the CQ calendar many times. | have
high hopes that others with gear they
want to see another ham enjoy will
find their way to the auction. | will be
looking for a “vintage” 2m rig (hand-
held or mobile) to use with an APRS
setup (no PL needed),
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CVARC Holiday Party on
Saturday, December 8

CVARC members, spouses, friends
and other guests are cordially invited
to the annual Holiday Party!

Date: Saturday, Dec. 8
Place: Cameron Center, 288
Greenmeadow Drive, TO 91320
Time: 5:30 — 10:00 pm
(Directions/Map: see p. 5)
Please contact Hugh Bosma, AE6YC
(805) 498-1987 and tell him how
many will be in your party and what
potluck item you will bring. The Club
will provide turkey, ham and paper
goods.

For the third year running, Jeff “PR
Man” Reinhardt, AA6JR, will emcee
the “Trash & Treasures” auction.
This year, proceeds will benefit Ama-
teur Radio Newsline® and the ARRL
Foundation Scholarship Program.

And, let’'s not forget...the raffle priz-
es! Tickets are $ 10 each and may
be purchased from Treasurer Roy
Deschene in advance or at the party.

What are the prizes? Glad you
asked! Please turn to p. 3 for de-
tails...

Remember, the holiday gathering
replaces the regular CVARC meeting
in December.

ACS/ARES Area 2 Simplex
Frequency Change by Ken
Larson, KI6RZ

We have changed the Area 2 simp-
lex frequency from 147.555 to
146.445 MHz.

Our previous Area 2 Simplex Fre-
guency of 147.555 MHz has become
heavily used by hand glider and



AREA 2, continued from p. 1...

parasailer groups in the northern Los Angeles
County area. We first ran into this problem dur-
ing the Amgen Bike Race last spring when we
tried to use our Area 2 Simplex Frequency for
coordinating activities in Zone 3 of the race.
We have since frequently encountered fairly
heavy traffic from these groups on 147.555
MHz.

Hugh Bosma, AE6YC, investigated alternative
unassigned simplex frequencies. That s,
simplex frequencies not being used by the oth-
er Ventura County ACS Areas, frequencies not
being use by Los Angeles County DCS-22 and
its associated cities, and frequencies that have
not been officially assigned to other uses. A
number of candidate frequencies were identi-
fied. These candidate frequencies were moni-
tored over a two month period. As a result of
this study, 146.445 MHz. appears to be the
best choice for Area 2. Thanks/Ken

PREZ, continued from front page...

and several have been available in each of the
last few years.

Among the white ticket raffle prizes will be a
complete brand-new HF rig. Two years ago it
was won by a person that bought one ticket,
minutes before the drawing. Last year it was
one of the first tickets that had been sold. That
is what makes this so exciting! The second
prize is a fine one as well — a dual-band mobile
(50W on 2m, 35W on 440) with a ‘remotable’
control head. The red ticket prize is a 2m HT,
and you must be present to win that one.

Another fun part of the party is the attractive
baskets of luxury items the XYLs have been
eyeing the last couple of years. We took the
hint from previous years and have expanded
this portion of the auction to draw the ladies
into the festivities.

PREZ, continued from left column...

Please join the rest of us at the party, and en-
joy the fine food, good friends, and great op-
portunities in both the raffle and the auction.

See you on the air,

Pht 4FeCD

2008 CVARC Officers Elected

At the November 15 regular meeting, the fol-
lowing officers were elected for the 2008 ca-
lendar year:

President - Greg Lane, K7SDW

Vice President - Tom Stough, WGUFC
Secretary - Mary Ho, KI6COG
Treasurer - Roy Deschene, KEGUMW
Public Relations - Jeff Reinhardt, AAGJR
Technical - Rick Barrett, KEGDKF
Operations - vacant

Newsletter Editor - Neil Waybright, AF6CD
Education - Karl Moody, AE6TO
Social - vacant

Member-at-large 1
Member-at-large 2

- Hugh Bosma, AE6YC
- Dave Morton, AAGDM

As noted by President Waybright, officers are
still much-needed for the Operations and So-
cial positions. Please contact President-Elect
Lane to volunteer.

2007-2008 Event Calendar

Dec4...ceeeeevevnnnnnnn. CVARC License Classes End
Dec 8. CVARC Holiday Party
Dec9..cereervevnnnnnnn. FCC License Exam at CVARC
DeC 29, ., TRW Swapmeet
Feb10.................. FCC License Exam at CVARC
Aprl3.....ociiiinnns FCC License Exam at CVARC

Please submit suggestions for additional dates to:
afécd@arrl.net
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CVARC Holiday Party December 8
by Jeff Reinhardt, AAGJR

The annual CVARC Holiday Party & Pot Luck
will be held Saturday December 8 at the Ca-
meron Center, 288 Greenmeadow Drive in
Thousand Oaks, beginning at 5:30 pm.

Plan to join the CVARC membership for an
evening of friendship, fun, prizes and our an-
nual “Trash & Treasures” auction that raises
funds for worthy causes. Our annual gathering
is fun for everyone, especially family members
and friends; including those long-suffering
spouses who support our hobby and public
service activities. This year, there will be even
more auction items for the YLs and XYLs in our
midst. Be sure to bring a few extra dollars to
take part in the fun.

Don't forget the famous CVARC Holiday Raffle
— some lucky persons will go home with new
radios — An Alinco DX-70 HF+6m mobile ac-
companied by a 30 amp power supply will be
up for grabs, as well as an Alinco mobile
2m+440 transceiver. We'll also award an Alin-
co DJ-V17 HT as the prize for our “red ticket”
raffle participants who bought tickets at club
meetings through the year.

We need your help to make the event an even
bigger success-

Bring a guest (spouse, friends, neigh-
bors, ham or non-ham) — this event is
built around the warmth of the season
Please bring a warm dish or dessert to
share.

Consider donating an item to the Trash
& Treasures auction

Join the fun through buying a raffle tick-
et for the big prizes.

Come celebrate a Happy Holiday season with
CVARC!
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GRAND PRIZE: Alinco DX-70 Transceiver
+ 30A Power Supply
(need not be present to win)

Second Prize: Alinco DR-635T
VHF/UHF Transceiver
(need not be present to win)

V-models

“Red Ticket” Raffle Prize
Alinco DJ-V17 HT
(must be present to win)

— Page 3 —
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VE Results from October 14, 2007 by
Jeff Reinhardt, AA6JR

CVARC congratulates the following new and
upgrading licensees:

Eric R. Peterson WB6PYK General

Bryon L. Brammer KC6YIS Extra
Gary T. Kanazawa  WAG60LJ Technician
Michael B. Kirk KI6LHH General
James Inman KG6NPQ General
Brendon Moore KIBMHS Technician
Kathryn Moore KIBMHR Technician

Next exam session will be Sunday, December
9 at 0830 at the East County Sheriff’'s Station.

A Thousand Oaks Resident’'s Wrap
Up of the November 2007 “ARRL
Phone Sweepstakes Contest”

By Pete Heins, N6ZE

Because | hadn’t done much ham radio operat-
ing recently, | decided to spend some time op-
erating during the November 2007 ARRL
Phone Sweepstakes Contest. This contest is
for USA and Canada stations only. The 30
hour contest period ran from 1300 PST Satur-
day until 1900 PST on Sunday. | operated 1.25
hours during daytime hours and 6 hours during
evening hours.

Because there are so many hams who live in
the Conejo Valley and surrounding areas who
have never operated on HF, | thought I'd share
my experiences in this contest.

| used a 100 watt Icom transceiver with in-band
auto tuner. On 40 meters | used a half wave
dipole which runs along the roofline of a 1 story
home (think NVIS!). A Cushcraft R-5 Vertical
served as the skyhook for bands above 14
MHz.

| made 103 QSOs in 44 of the 80 ARRL Sec-
tions. Note: Only one QSO per station worked
was permitted: i.e. if | worked W6ABC on 40
meters, | was not permitted to work W6ABC
again on 20 meters. | made contacts in all US

call areas, except for KL7. QSOs were
achieved with 36 states, including the elusive
State of Delaware.

The contest period happened to be at the
probable bottom of the sun spot cycle and very
late Fall.

With the luck of my available operating hours, |
made all of my 40 meter QSOs during hours of
darkness and utilized my available daylight op-
erating time on 20 and 15 meters. | heard no
signals on 17, 12, or 10 meters at any time and
did not have transmitting antennae for 80 &
160 meters.

On 40 meters, | made 71 contacts with stations
scattered all over the lower 48; | worked Hawaii
to the West and Puerto Rico to the East with-
out any trouble.

On 20 meters, | made 19 daytime QSOs with
about the same ‘footprint’ as 40 meters at
night.

Surprisingly, 15 meters was open for me and |
worked stations in the Midwest, Puerto Rico,
and the Gulf Coast.

Because summer thunderstorms are gone, the
QRN level was not too bad and international
broadcasting stations within the 40 meter band
did not present a major problem this year.
However QRM from the many stations operat-
ing simultaneously on 40 meters sometimes
was a bit of a problem. The loud din of the
many competing stations on 20 meters made
every contact a challenge with my small sta-
tion. 15 meters was fun because the footprint
of the opening was much smaller than on 20
meters.

| hope that my contest critique will encourage
the local HF ‘Newbies” will get on the HF
bands. You just don’t need a tower and a yagi
to have fun with HF amateur radio. | hope to C
U on one of the HF bands (or even VHF/UHF)!

— Page 4 —
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Map & Directions to
CVARC Holiday Party
by Tom Stough, WQUFC

Date: Saturday, Dec. 8
Place: Cameron Center, 288 Greenmeadow
Drive, TO 91320
Time: 5:30 — 10:00 pm

The Cameron Center is a city-owned former
residence at the southwest corner of the Los
Robles Greens golf course. To get there:

1. Take US 101 to Lynn Rd. exit, proceed
south.

2. Turn left at Greenmeadow Avenue (look for
white-on-blue “Cameron Center” sign).

3. Proceed to the end of the cul-de-sac, turn
left at the open gate.

4. Take the (very dark) long driveway to the
Center and park.

5. Enjoy the party! 73 ES HPY HLDYS DE
TOM

A Ham's Night Before Christmas
December 24, 2004

We reprise yet another corruption of Clement Clarke
Moore's classic Christmas tale, this time distorted by
Gary Pearce KN4AQ, and the Raleigh Amateur Radio
Society, Raleigh, NC, December 2, 1996. (ARRLWeb)

Twas the night before Christmas,
And all through 2 meters,

Not a sighal was keying up

Any repeaters.

The antennas reached up
From the tower, quite high,
To catch the weak signals
That bounced from the sky.

The children, Tech-Pluses,
Took their H-Ts to bed,
And dreamed of the day
They'd be Extras instead.

Mom put on her headphones,
| plugged in the key,

And we tuned 40 meters

For that rare ZK3.

When the meter was pegged
By a signal with power.

— Page 5 —
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It smoked a small diode,
And, | swear, shook the tower.

Mom yanked off her phones,
And with all she could muster
Logged a spot of the signal
On the DX PacketCluster,

While | ran to the window
And peered up at the sky,
To see what could generate
RF that high.

It was way in the distance,
But the moon made it gleam.
A flying sleigh, with an
Eight-element beam,

And a little old driver

Who looked slightly mean.

So | thought for a moment,
That it might be Wayne Green.

But no, it was Santa,

The Santa of Hams.

On a mission, this Christmas,
To clean up the bands.

He circled the tower,
Then stopped in his track,
And he slid down the coax
Right into the shack.

While Mom and | hid
Behind stacks of CQ,
This Santa of hamming
Knew just what to do.

He cleared off the shack desk
Of paper and parts,

And filled out all my late QSLs
For a start.

He ran copper braid,

Took a steel rod and pounded
It into the earth, till

The station was grounded.

He tightened loose fittings,

Resoldered connections,

Cranked down modulation,

Installed lightning protection. He neutralized tubes
In my linear amp.

(Never worked right before;

Now it works like a champ).

A new, lowpass filter
Cleaned up the TV.

He corrected the settings
In my TNC.

He repaired the computer

That would not compute,

And he backed up the hard drive
And got it to boot.

Then, he reached really deep
In the bag that he brought,
And he pulled out a big box.
A new rig? | thought!

A new Kenwood? An Icom?
A Yaesu, for me?!

(If he thought I'd been bad,
it might be QRP!)

Yes! The Ultimate Station!
How could | deserve this?
Could it be all those hours
that | worked Public Service?

He hooked it all up

And in record time, quickly
Worked 100 countries,

All down on 160.

| should have been happy,

It was my call he sent.

But the cards and the postage
Will cost two month's rent!

He made final adjustments,
And left a card by the key:
"To Gary, from Santa Claus.
73."

Then he grabbed his H-T,
Looked me straight in the eye,
Punched a code on the pad,
And was gone with no good-bye.

| ran back to the station,
And the pileup was big,
But a card from St. Nick
Would be worth my new rig.

Oh, too late, for his final
came over the air.

It was copied all over.

It was heard everywhere.

The Ham's Santa exclaimed
What a ham might expect,
"Merry Christmas to all,

And to all, good DX!"

©1996 Gary Pearce, KN4AQ
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Ventura County ACS/ARES Times & Frequencies

Area 2 ACS/ARES members are encouraged to check in every Tuesday night at 7:00pm on the Area 2 check-in nets.

Area Time Mode Frequency Shift PL Repeater/Notes
Area 1 7:00-7:30 pm Voice 147.930 - 127.3 AD6SV
Area 2 7:00-7:30 pm Voice 146.850 - 94.8 K6AER/Grissom
Area 2 7:10-7:30 pm Voice 224.700 - 156.7 K6HB
Area 2 7:10-7:30 pm Voice 449.440 - 131.8 W6EPO/Amgen
Area 2 (Simplex) Voice 146.445 None None Simplex
Area 2 (Backup Repeater) Voice 147.885 - 127.3 N6Bdzo”
Area 3 7:15-7:30 pm Voice 147.915 - 127.3 WB6ZTQ
Area 4 7:15-7:30 pm Voice 149.970 - 127.3 WB6YQN
Area 5 7:00-7:30 pm Voice 145.400 - None N6FL

Area 6/7 7:00-7:30 pm Voice 147.975 - 127.3 NevUY
Area 8 7:00-7:30 pm Voice 146.985 - 127.3 South.Mtn
County 7:30-8:00 pm Voice 146.880 - 127.3 WAGZTT
County 6:45-7:00 pm Voice 52.980 - 82.5 K6SMR
County 7:30-8:00 pm Voice 224.020 - 127.3 WB6ZTR
County Before 6:30 pm Packet 145.710 + None HolsNith
County (ACS Simplex) Voice 147.570 None None Simple

Net Control operations for the weekly ACS/ARES Area 2 check-
in are run from the ACS/ARES communications center at East
County Sheriff Station (on Olsen Road) every Tuesday starting
at 7:00pm.

Visitors are welcome and have the opportunity to operate the
station. Please contact Gino Spinelli, KI6DJV at (805) 529-6101
if you would like to attend.

ACS members should remember that their ACS card is issued
for only two years. When your card is due to expire, please call
Jackie at the Office of Emergency Services in Ventura, (805)
654-2551, to renew it.

For questions concerning ACS/ARES, please call the Area 2
Emergency Coordinator, Ken Larson, KJ6RZ at (805) 495-9435
or go to the ACS/ARES section of the CVARC website at
http://www.cvarc.org.

Member at Large
Member at Large

2007 CVARC Officers

President...........cccceeviiveennnen. Neil Waybright...................... AFGCD......cccoeeeenes (805) 517-2962......ccccvvveirrieeeiirieens afécd@arrl.net
Vice President ....Rob Hanson rob@wé6rh.com
Secretary .......ooooeeccviieeeeenene Mary HO......oooeviiiiiiiiee (805) 494-9241................. abele7213@mypacks.net
TreASUIEr ...vvvveeeeeiiciiiiieaeeeans Roy Deschene (818) 887-4039.....cccccceviiiriiieaaaanns RoyfD@aol.com
Public Relations......... Jeff Reinhardt (818) 706-3853........ccceuvviiieaaaanns aabjr@pacbell.net
Technical ................... ....Rick Barrett............ccooeeeeee. . KEBDKF .o (7= P, ke6dkf@roadrunner.com
Operations.................. ....Ken Larson.............. (805) 495-9435 ....kj6rz@verizon.net
Newsletter Editor ... Tom Stough (805) 373-6836......cccuvvveerireeeiirennns wOufc@arrl.net
Education................... ...Karl Moody .............. (805) 523-0622 .... kebwvz@aol.com
SYololl: | I B0 PP P PP PP PP P PPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPRt

(818) 889-1156 ....kt6la@yahoo.com
(805) 498-1987 .....ceeeeeeiiiiriiieaaaanns hrbcrb@aol.com

tain areas, including:

CVARC is recognized by the ARRL as a Special
Service Club (SSC). To be a part of the ARRL'’s
Special Service Club program, the club must
regularly show that it is actively involved in cer-

New Ham Development and Training
Public Relations

Emergency Communications
Technical Advancement

Operating Activities
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Conejo Valley Amateur Radio Club
PO Box 2093
Thousand Oaks, CA 91358-2093

Address Correction Requested

CVARC Holiday Party Saturday, Dec. 8
See Inside for Details

— FIRST — CLASS — MAIL —

CVARC Online

For up-to-date information and back issues of newsletters, please visit the CVARC Web Site
at http://www.cvarc.org. In addition to visiting the Web site, you may like to join the CVARC
Yahoo Group at http://groups.yahoo.com/group/CVARCDiscussion/

The Conejo Valley Amateur Radio Club is an ARRL affi- “News from CVARC” is published monthly
liated Special Service Club. Meetings are held on the (on the Monday preceding the CVARC club meeting)
third Thursday of every month, except December. The by the Conejo Valley Amateur Radio Club, AA6CV
meeting location is the Community Room at The East PO Box 2093, Thousand Oaks, CA 91358-2093.
County Sheriff Station, 2101 E Olsen Road, Thousand It is mailed free of charge to all members.
Oaks. Meetings start at 7:30pm with a pre-meeting so-
cial and technical assistance session from 6:30 to Opinions expressed in articles in this newsletter are
7:30pm. Meetings are open to the public, and members those of the authors and do not necessarily represent
are encouraged to bring their friends. the views of the club, its Board, or its members.

CVARC Membership Rates

Visitors are always welcome at our monthly meetings, and we do not pressure newcomers to join. If, however, you
would like to support the club and its activities by becoming a member then we will be very pleased.

The simplest way to join (or to renew) is to write us a check bearing your address, and give or send it to our Treasur-
er. Make the check payable to “CVARC” and please put your callsign and/or email address, if you have one, on the
memo line of your check. Name, Callsign, or Address changes may be emailed to the Treasurer.

Current annual rates are: Regular Membership: $25. Family Membership: $30. Special discounts are available for;
New members just licensed: $10. Full-time Students: $10. Regular members renewing for multiple years: $20/year.



